January 19,2019

Dear Magistra Dobbie, Officers and Members of JCL, and Menlo Latin Students,

Your Kindness and love of learning cross boundaries and barriers! 1
can't begin to describe how you've changed the lives of these incarcerated
men by giving them new textbooks. When they first held them, you'd have
thought from the looks on their faces that someone had just given each of
them a nugget of gold. I can't find words to describe not only their joy, but also
the ways the books are so very important to each of them. Their thank-you
notes to you say it all, in any case!

These students, who were in their second semester of beginning Latin,
have a wide range of backgrounds and education. Some have difficulty writing
in English, and one student, as | was writing the first line of the Aeneid on the
board to practice pronunciation, began to recite the second line from memory.
Some parole in a few months or couple of years, and they use their
background in Latin to spice-up school and job applications. Others are in
corrections for life. One of those told me that his study of Latin carries him
beyond the prison walls. In spite of those differences, they were all very eager
to write something to thank you. In fact, a couple students were so stricken
with gratitude that they wanted to write in Latin 3 grammar! Enjoy the
letters!

I'had to make copies of the notes and white-out their last names. I wish
I could have sent you the originals, but I didn’t want to alter them, and it's
difficult to get full permission to leave full names.

I remember that the magnanimity of your hearts is equaled by the

brightness of your minds. 1 miss you and send you enormous thanks myself.

All The Best,
Magistra St Amand
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